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created by those instruments. Unless a majority
of the registered voters in a State should take part
in the election the reconstruction would fail and
the State would remain under military rule. The
whites now inaugurated a more systematic policy
of abstention and in Alabama, on February 4,
1868, succeeded in holding the total vote below a
majority. Congress then rushed to the rescue of
radicalism with the act of the llth of March, which
provided that a mere majority of those voting in
the State was sufficient to inaugurate reconstruc-
tion. Arkansas had followed the lead of Alabama,
but too late; in Mississippi the constitution was
defeated by a majority vote; in Texas the conven-
tion had made no provision for a vote; and in Vir-
ginia the commanding general, disapproving of the
work of the convention, refused to pay the expenses
of an election. In the other six States the consti-
tutions were adopted.1

These elections gave rise to more violent contests
than before. They also were double elections, as
the voters cast ballots for state and local officials
and at the same time for or against the constitu-
tion. The radical nominations were made by the

1 Except in Texas, the work of constitution making was completed
between November 5,1867, and May 18,1868.